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REVIEW. 

La Pêche dans les eaux douces du Cambodge : Tome /, Texte et 
4S planches 19/1 pages ; Tome TT, 7 Cartes, par P. Chevey et F. 
le Poulain ; 

Mémoires de T Institut Océanographique de VIndochine ; 

Les Batraciens de T Indochine, par R . Bourret , 547 pages ; 

Rapport sur le fonctionnement de l Institut 1987-S, par P. Chevey . 

L'Institut Océanographique de l’Indochine published in 1940 and 
recently presented to tbe Library of the Thailand Research Society three 
large in-quarto volumes, two concerning fishing in ail the rivera of Cam- 
bodia, with seven large maps in colours annexed, and one volume on the 
Babrachians. Bobh Doctors of Sciences, P. Chevet and R. Bourret must 
be congratulated for these splendid publications of long labour. 

Fishing in the rivera of Carabodia has, these last seventy years, been 
the subjeob of many reports, the first one having been published as early 
as 1865, by Professor Thorel, and a second one by Profeasor Jouan in 
1S66. 

But with the foundation in 1930 by Governor-General Pasquier of the 
Institut Océanographique de l’Indochine starts the real and most im¬ 
portant work, economically speaking, concerning the fresh water fishes 
and fishing in Indochina. If ichtyology ia in itself a fundamental science; 
limnology, i. < J . conditions concerning the breeding and living of fishes is 
another one, specially in Cambodia where ûsheries are plentiful, specially 
ail around the Great Lake supplied by the Tonlé Sap, tributary of the 
Mekhong. It is in tact the mightieat of ail the Indoehinese rivera, and no 
other river in the world présents suoh a remarkable sériés of rapids and 
whirlpoola. 
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As akeady saidj tha lower coursa of tba Mekhong is eounected with 
the ToqIô Sap, or tha Great Lake of Cambodia. The Great Lake lies in 
a shallow dépression in tha alluvial plam of the Mekhong delta* Tha 
waters of tha lake drain iuto ths Mekbong, except in seasons of flood 
when the river sends a baok carrent mto the lakû, raieing the level 20 feet 
and mailing tha lake 8 or 4 timea Ha muai aise, Then at Us greatest, it 
measures 7ü miles in lengfch and about 15 miles in average breadth. Âfc 
that time it la Ml of excellent hsh, the catohing and curîng of which givs 
constant occupation ta the lakedweilers who Hve in housm buiH on 
ûommon plat forras raîsed on piles over the lake. 

In a short raview as this, it ia nob possible to glvo ail the nameg of 
baheefound in this tropical zone. But we must thank Dr, Ghevey for the 
o are he ha s b a ken in giving us the scientifio names of the fishes as well as 
their Annamite, Oambodian and Mal a y names. Moafe of fehese fishes are 
to ha found, salfced, dried or fresh, in many market-plaoes of the Eaat and 
their production h a hoon to everyone, In these fîmes of restriction âsh 
is nofc oui y a at&ple food for the poor and the rich, but is also of real 
value, as from certain kmds of fis h a good quantity of oil or fat may be 
recuperated. 

The volume on Batrachians hy B* Bourrefc, D* Sc M fuliy illustrated 
with colour plates, is a compreheusive contribution to an important parc 
of zoology in Indochina. T bis invaluable book contaïns a bibliographe 
with ample indications concerning the morphology and anatomy of Batra- 
ohbns* A fîrsfe list of 52 Batracbians had been compiled in 1917, in 
Thaïlande Another by Boulenger was completed by Dr* Smith in 1930* 
Thia ne# oue b y Dr. Bourret is a compendium of about 1300 different 
kinds of Batraehiana with their names in Latin and the locaUties where 
tha y baye been found. Genus, species, varieiy, type, are remarkably 
charaoterized. Noeturnal frog hunting expéditions undertaben by the 
natives barafooted are meutioned ; also the great tookay (a cousin to the 
iguana) and the gmaller house-iîzard. The tookay is considered a lucky 
bouse mate and affords some amusement to ths lovera of gambling who bet 
on the number of his sepulckrai “took kays/' As It mus-t be, Ranidae 
(frogs) oo ver uearly 200 pages (out of 550) of the book for their naturaï 
description. Everybody knows fchat the eye of the frog is large, p leasing 
and forming a strong contrast to the répulsive appearance presented by 
toads, notwkbstanding the close affinlfcy bôtweeh them both in structure 
and habits, The oroaking of numerous frogs in marsky places, or around 
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ponds and ditohea, offceo make (exoapt at night} an amasing and curions 
conoert The Power s oE voice poseesaed by hull-frogs, rana agrana 
rugulosa, are tremendoua, 

The use of aeveral kinds of froga ror food is very o cm mon in Indo- 
ohm a and fchey are regardad as parfcitmîarly délié ata. Froga rana can- 
crivora are plenbïful in fche paddy-fields of Thailand and bave been 
described by Dr. Smitb in 1917. 

Sueh a book as ûes Batraciens de l*Indochine should be fotmd in 

every soientido libraty not only in the Far East, but in Europe and in 
America as well. 16 is a thésaurus invainable for ail ecienbists spéci¬ 
alisé d in the world’s zoology. 










